2O6       THE AWAKENING OF  MODERN EGYPT

before Port Said to watch over the Suez Canal.1 That was a
wise step taken by France, but unfortunately she could not
follow it up. She recoiled in the end, leaving England alone
to dominate the land in whose destinies France had always
taken the dosest interest. In the words of Gambetta, " France,
by withdrawing from the field of action had handed over to
the possession of England territories, rivers and ports where
the French right to live and trade was as good as hers/'

Even the threat to bombard Alexandria would not awake
Turkey to her duties. All that she could do on hearing of the
ultimatum was to send her representatives to the conference,
and to ask Lord Dufferin to defer the bombardment one more
day when the Porte would propose a satisfactory solution of
the Egyptian question I The Porte was still thinking in terms
of to-morrow, even when such great interests were at stake!2

It was of course too late. At 7 a.m. on Tuesday, July u, the
English battleships opened fire on the forts. According to
orders the Egyptian forts only replied after the fifth shot. It
was a most unequal duel. The ill-equipped old-fashioned forts
could not possibly resist the concentrated fire of eight battle-
ships and five smaller gunboats all equipped with modern
artillery. The Egyptians managed to stand the onslaught until
5.30 p.m. that day, when most of the forts had been
demolished. In his report the English Admiral said: "The
Egyptians fought with determined bravery replying to the hot
fire poured into their forts from our heavy guns until they
must have been quite decimated."3 The casualties among the
Egyptians amounted to about 1,000 killed and 500 wounded.
On the English -side the damage was negligible and their
casualties did not exceed 5 killed and about 28 wounded.

The military, although beaten, did not lose heart. They still
persisted in their preparations for war, but whereas it was
essential that they should tighten their hold on the littoral of
Alexandria ind prevent the English from landing, they chose
to vacate Alexandria, although they knew for certain that
there was no military expedition on board the fleet to occupy
die place. Before the military vacated the city, orders were
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